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I. Introduction 
Technically, the book does not identify its author.  Traditionally, its authorship has been 

attributed to Joshua, its main character. We will assume that it was Joshua, but even if it was not 
him, it would not affect our conclusions from the book.  Some data that are consistent with the 

author being Joshua are: 
i. Minute detail and vivid characterization indicate an eyewitness wrote it.  

ii. Given statements like “until this day,” we can conclude that it was written early. 

iii. Certain selected sections (18:9 and 24:25) are identified as Joshua being the author  
iv. The account of his death might have been written by someone else.  

v. The unity of the book argues that it was mainly written by one person.  
So, we would conclude that Joshua wrote the book.  Others might have edited it or added to it, 
such as Joshua’s death section. 

 
The book might be divided into four parts: 

1. Entry into the land (Chapters 1-5) 
2. Fighting for the land (Chapters 6-12) 
3. Dividing the land (Chapters 13-21) 

4. Living in the land (Chapters 22-24) 
The time frame was about 1400 BC. 

 

Joshua means Yahweh saves/delivers. Jesus’ name is derived from it. It was Yehoshua when 
transliterated from the Hebrew.  It is translated in the Septuagint into the Greek (Iesous) used in 

the NT for Jesus.  
 

A summary verse might be: 

Josh 11:23 

23 So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance 

to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war.  

NIV 
 

II. Who is Joshua? 
Joshua was the son of the Ephraim leader.  At a young age, he was chosen to be 

Moses’ student.  Even throughout the book of Joshua, we see Moses as his model.  
Here are a few verses (of many that could be used) that give a glimpse into his life 

before he crossed the Jordan River: 
Ex 17:9 (first mention of Joshua) 

9 Moses said to Joshua , "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will 

stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands."  

NIV 

Ex 24:13 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God.  

NIV 

Ex 33:10-11 (Note the use of “young” in this verse) 



 11 The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would 

return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.  

NIV 

Num 13:16 

16 These are the names of the men Moses sent to explore the land. (Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the 

name Joshua .)  

NIV 

1 Chron 7:26-27 

26 Ladan his son, Ammihud his son,  

Elishama his son, 27 Nun his son  

and Joshua his son.  

NIV 
 

III. ñI will be with youò: Josh 1:1-5 
Josh 1:1-5 

1:1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: 

2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into 

the land I am about to give to them ð to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your 

foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great 

river, the Euphrates ð all the Hittite country ð to the Great Sea on the west. 5 No one will be able to 

stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave 

you nor forsake you.  

NIV 

Verse 1: We do not know how God spoke to Joshua at this particular point, but we know in 
general that he was to use the Urim/Thummim for such communications, per: 

Num 27:18-21 

18 So the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand 

on him. 19 Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their 

presence. 20 Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. 21 He is to 

stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the 

LORD. At his command he and the entire community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command 

they will come in."  

NIV 

Another option is how God spoke to Moses when He spoke directly above the 
atonement cover: 

Num 7:89 

89 When Moses entered the Tent of Meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard the voice speaking to him 

from between the two cherubim above the atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony. And he spoke 

with him.  

NIV 

Verse 1: The book of Joshua is not only a continuation of the Pentateuch, it is also the 

beginning our Biblical history books.  Even though it is a continuation of the 
Pentateuch, the book does not start with the prefix “and” as does Exodus through 

Deuteronomy.  
Verse 1: The beginning of this book relate directly back to Deut. 32:1-8. 
Verse 2: Moses was a great man, but is now gone. He was not enabled to cross into the 

Promise Land.  Yet, the book of Joshua highlights the good that he had done.  It 
refers to Moses as the servant of the LORD more times than the rest of the Bible 

combined.  There can be no greater praise than this.  
Verse 3: Notice the relationship of verses 3-5 with: 

Deut 11:24-25a 



24 Every place where you set your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to 

Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the western sea.  25a No man will be able to stand against you.  

NIV 

Verse 5: The first part of the verse quotes: 
Deut 7:24 

24 He will give their kings into your hand, and you will wipe out their names from under heaven. No one 

will be able to stand up against you; you will destroy them.  

NIV 

     The last part is from Deut. 31:8: 
Deut 31:8 

8 The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do 

not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 

NIV 
 

IV. Book of the Law:  Josh. 1:6-9 
Josh. 1:6-9 

6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 

go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 

your God will be with you wherever you go."  

NIV 

Verse 6: What does it mean to be strong and courageous?  God gives this command to 
Joshua three times, and the people once. 

Verse 7: Obedience to God is a key to Joshua’s success and to ours. 

1 John 2:3-6 

3 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4 The man who says, "I know him," but does 

not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly 

made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  

NIV 

Verse 7: The thinking behind “be careful to obey” is a key thought in this book.  The two 
underlying words are used in tandem some 40 times in the book.  “Be careful” has 
the underlying meaning of “to keep/observe,” and “to obey” has the meaning of 

“to do/obey.”  
Verse 8: A great memory verse.  What does it mean?  “Meditate” really means “mutter.”  

So Joshua is asked to speak the law (i.e. God’s commands) day and night.  The 
only other place that the word is used in this book is in Joshua 7:24 that can only 
be translated as speaking somehow: 

 Job 27:4 

4 my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will utter no deceit.  

NIV 
  

V. Get Ready: Josh. 1:10-11 
Josh. 1:10-11 

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 11 "Go through the camp and tell the people, 'Get your 

supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the 

land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.'"  

NIV 

Telling the relative timetable in Hebrew is difficult. For example, the timetable might be: 



Occurs First  1:1-9 
Occurs Second Chapter 2 
Occurs Third  1:10-18 

Occurs Fourth  Chapter 3 with some overlap with 1:10-18 
Note the potential overlap in 1:11 and 3:2.  

 

VI. The Trans-Jordan Tribes 
Josh. 1:12-15 

12 But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 13 "Remember the 

command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you: 'The LORD your God is giving you rest and has 

granted you this land.' 14 Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses 

gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your 

brothers. You are to help your brothers 15 until the LORD gives them rest, as he has done for you, and 

until they too have taken possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving them. After that, you 

may go back and occupy your own land, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the 

Jordan toward the sunrise."   

NIV 

When the Israelites had reached the Trans-Jordan area under Moses, a number of countries had 

been defeated particularly the Amorite kingdoms ruled by Sihon and Og.  The 2½ tribes were 
given this land to settle. However, they had agreed to help in conquering the parts across the 

Jordan River as well.  
 

Who will protect the wives, children, and livestock when the men have left?  Apparently all of 
them did not go, or perhaps they went in tours of duty.   

Josh 4:13 

13 About forty thousand armed for battle crossed over before the LORD to the plains of Jericho for war.  

NIV 

The censuses indicate that there might have been as many as 110,000 men in these tribes.  

 

  What does rest mean as used here?  

 

VII. Willingness to Follow 
Josh. 1:16-18 

16 Then they answered Joshua, "Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send 

us we will go. 17 Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be 

with you as he was with Moses. 18 Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey your words, 

whatever you may command them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!"  

NIV 

Verses 16-18 provide the response of the Trans-Jordan tribes.  Notice how enthusiastic the 
response is.  Notice also their desire to obey and their intolerance of sin/rebellion.  Verse 18 still 
concerns the people answering Joshua. The final “be strong and courageous” is interesting.  They 

appear to be telling Joshua to be strong and courageous in obeying God’s commands.  The 
punishment will be carried out in regards to Achan.  

 

 
 

 


